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November 2020

SHIFT TOWARDS PLANT-RICH DIETS AND AWAY FROM INTENSIVE LIVESTOCK
PRODUCTION TO REDUCE GLOBAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AND PREVENT THE
NEXT PANDEMIC.

A growing body of scientific research shows how essential it is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
from food and agriculture if the Paris target of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius has any
chance of being achieved. We submit this set of recommendations to the Koronivia Joint Work on
Agriculture process to inform deliberations, including during the November 2020 workshop on
livestock management.
In 2020, billions of people’s lives have been dominated by the COVID-19 pandemic. UN
Environment’s recent joint report, Preventing the next pandemici, linked the incidence of new,
devastating zoonoses to the massive industrialization of food production and, specifically, to
excessive meat consumption. With zoonotic disease outbreaks increasingly recognized as the
result of unsustainable human activities, international action is urgently needed to transform global

food systems, and particularly the livestock and feed sectors. Unfortunately, these issues have been
largely absent from past international climate negotiations and commitments. As a result,
awareness and proactive policy measures are both still limited. This is a gap the KJWA is wellplaced to fill.

The 2019 IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Land affirmed what a growing body of
evidence-based research has concluded: Food and agriculture must be addressed as key drivers of
land-use change and the climate crisisii. The same year, the international community witnessed
tens of thousands of fires destroy more than two million acres of irreplaceable Amazon rainforest
for livestock and feed production, worsening both the climate and extinction emergencies iii iv. In
2020, too, numerous fires have been set in the Amazon and in the Latin American Pantanal, the
world’s largest existing tropical wetland, mainly to expand cattle and production of soybeans, a
major feedcrop.
The livestock sector alone accounts for at least 14.5% of global GHG emissionsv and the food
system overall contributes nearly one-third of emissions. At the same time, with population
growth, urbanization, and increasing per-capita consumption of animal products (associated with
rising incomes), demand for livestock products could increase by 70% by 2050vi.

A growing number of studies indicate that we cannot meet the Paris Agreement target of keeping
global warming to 2 degrees Celsius, much less the higher ambition target of 1.5 degrees, unless
we rein in agricultural emissionsvii

viii ix

. Reducing consumption of food from animal sources,

compared to current global trends, and making plant-based diets a major facet of climate policy,
are crucial for meeting the Paris targets while also allowing for emissions from other sectorsx xi.

A multi-pronged approach by governments, cooperating with researchers, civil society
organizations, educational institutions and other stakeholders is necessary.

We call on the KJWA to support the following actions:
Acknowledge meat, dairy, and feedcrops as the largest contributors to GHGs in food and
agricultural systems and provide technical assistance for parties to integrate food and

agriculture into ambitious NDCsxii, with a focus on sustainable food production and consumption,
including reductions in food loss and waste and promotion of planetary health diets (i.e., plantbased).
Reflect these priorities in UNFCCC conference food service and minimize the UNFCCC’s own
contribution to the climate crisis by instituting plant-forward menus along with a commitment to
zero food waste. Despite some improvements at COP25 in Madrid, the conference catering menus
still remained too meat intensive, and plant-based options were often more expensive. COP26 is a
unique opportunity to demonstrate increased ambition by adopting a plant-rich menu, and make it
broadly available through lower prices.

Align global climate and development policies and implementation to promote sustainable
diets and systems of food production to achieve accelerated emissions reductions and the SDGs,
specifically Goals 2 (zero hunger), 3 (good health and wellbeing), 12 (responsible production and
consumption), 13 (combat climate change and its impacts), and 15 (life on land). This should
include creating national guidelines for sustainable and healthful diets that recognize the links
among dietary patterns, climate and environmental impacts and food security, and encourage
individuals and institutions to shift towards diets higher in plant-based foods and lower in animalbased foods.

Assist governments (parties) to take bold steps to internalize the costs of livestock
production, including to the global climate, and end tax and other incentives. Governments should
identify and remove or redirect subsidies and fiscal policies that threaten achievement of the Paris
Agreement and that have negative impacts on forests, other ecosystems, soils, water and overall
resilience to the effects of global warming. Shifting financial incentives from livestock production
to more sustainable agriculture also means investment in development of alternatives to animalbased protein, including plant-based proteins and cellular meat and creating a regulatory
environment to support such innovation.

Support governments at national and international levels to host dialogues across relevant
governmental departments (including Agriculture, Environment, Climate, Forests and

Health/Nutrition, Finance) to ensure policies are aligned and not being jeopardized by measures
or regulations taken in other departments. In addition, departments should agree on joint messaging
for public education campaigns to raise awareness of the climate consequences of meat and other
animal-based foods production and consumption and to inform people about the health and other
co-benefits of plant-centered diets.

Encourage governments to shift procurement and adopt low GHG policies and pathways.
Governments are often the largest buyers of food products, for example for schools, state
institutions like hospitals and government ministries, and militaries. They should put priority on
purchasing low GHG foods (mainly vegetables, fruits, legumes, and grains) and by doing so, help
transform national and global food supply chains and priorities.

Support governments, industry, workers across food supply and delivery chains, and civil
society to initiate a just transition away from climate-warming livestock and feedcrop
production and to more climate-compatible, equitable, and resilient food systems. The COVID-19
pandemic has demonstrated the fragility and brittleness of the global and national food systems,
and real risks they pose for incubation of future pandemics. New pathways are urgent. The KJWA
can identify promising examples based on research, experience and dialogue, and illuminate the
policy requirements for a just transition that accelerates progress towards the Paris targets and the
SDGs.

Foster and support sustainable food innovations like plant-based meat replacement products
and monitor closely the encouraging developments in cellular agriculture to facilitate the needed
transition towards less meat-intensive diets.

Policy coherence at all levels (local, national, regional, and global) is the only way to achieve the
Paris Agreement targets and the SDGs. Policies working across the food system — including
shifting dietary choices and reducing food loss and waste — can also improve land-use
management, food security and the ability to reduce emissions. Sustainable food policies can also
increase climate resilience, help eradicate poverty, protect biodiversity and improve public health.

This submission was prepared by Brighter Green and ProVeg International and is supported
by: A Well-Fed World, Better Food Foundation, Four Paws International, Global Forest
Coalition, Physicians Association for Nutrition (PAN), True Animal Protein Price Coalition
(TAPP) and Zero Hour.
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