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Partners TAPP Coalition: 12 companies,  4 farmer organizations, 3 health organizations, 
4 animal welfare-, 3 environmental-, 6 youth- and 5 food organizations

Greenpeace, Oxfam Novib and others supported a Manifesto for fair pricing of meat 20 eurocent/100gr.

True Animal Protein Price Coalition: Who are we? 



Who do we represent?
A majority of Dutch (52-63%) consumers & 57% of German/French 

A poll amongst 1000 consumers : do you
support a meat tax, if revenues used for
cheaper vegetables/fruits, low income
compensations and payments for farmers?

62% of Dutch liberal party VVD voters support TAPPC fair meat price plan
61% of Social democrats, 54% Christian Democrats and 73% of Dutch Greens



Why do we need a higher price on meat ?  

- If meat consumption will grow, we will not realise Paris Climate goals.
- Meat and dairy causes 30-60% of biodiversity loss globally (WWF UK): deforestation
- low income farmers – environmental and animal welfare costs not (fully) included in price
- Health 



We eat too much meat; not enough vegetables



EU-health tax meat saves 9 billion euro/yr health care costs



5th Feb 2020: 2 reports launched at EU parliament

Global media coverage



The True Price of Meat: 26%- 53% more expensive … 

Pork Beef Chicken

Real supermarket prices (blue) versus true meat prices (pink)             

including environmental costs, like GHG emissions (CE Delft, 2018)



True prices at supermarket Penny’s Germany



How does 
it work; 

What’s
the Dutch 
succes 
story? 



Year Chicken Pork1) Beef/veal Average
increase

Supermarketprice in 2018 in 
eurocent/100 gr. (CE, 2018)

70 77,5 121,7

2022 9,5 21,3 26,9 16 eurocent

2030 20,4 45 57 34 eurocent

Price increase 2022 - 2018 13,6% 27,5% 22,1% 19%

Price increase 2030 - 2018 29,1% 58,1% 46,8% 41%

fair meat prices (in eurocent per 100 gram meat)

TAPP Coalition proposal based on CE/CLM report ‘The true price of meat’, 2018



Revenues fair meat price (in mln €) 
Subsidies for
sustainable
husbandry
(animal
welfare, 
environment, 
nature)

VAT 
reduction 9% 
to 5% for
vegetables, 
fruits, 
potatoes, 
nuts, plant 
based meat
alternatives

Compensation
for low income
households -
Payments of 
120 euro per 
year for health 
care allowance

Compensation loss
in revenu, 
administrative
burden for
slaughterhouses
and others, costs
for tax authorities, 
public information 
etc

Revenue
per year

2022 600 280 270 26 1.176

2025 500 290 470 6 1.266

2030 450 300 600 6 1.356



Impact on climate and health

• 50% lower meat consumption in 2025 or 2030
• 4,2 Mton CO2 eq.  reduction 2030 (2,7 Mton in Netherlands)
• 2-3 Mton CO2 eq. reduction : subsidies for agriculture
• 10% reduction nr. of cows, pigs and chicken (150 mln euro/year)
• Less risks for heart disease, stroke, cancer, diabetes II
• € 0,4 billion /year lower health care costs

• 120 Mton CO2 reduction in Europe (= 3% all CO2)
• € 9 billion /year lower health care costs

• Net benefit for most consumers



True pricing meat in different countries

EU, Germany, NL, New Zealand

• EU Farm2Fork Strategy: environmental costs in foodprices / EU taxes

• EU Farm to Fork Strategy: Code or legislation to stop low meat prices

• EU: 0% VAT organic vegetables/fruits / shift to plantbased proteins

• German Agri Minister: animal welfare levy meat and dairy

• Dutch Agri Minister: supports TAPP Coalition plan true pricing meat

• New Zealand: meat and dairy in ETS system CO2-trade in 2025



Policy options at EU level

• Allow member states to apply 0% VAT tariffs on healthy, green foodproducts

• Oblige MS to adopt high VAT tariff on food with negative impacts (e.g. meat)

• EU research to define standardised methods to calculate true prices of food

• EU Legislation to stop selling/promoting too cheap meat in supermarkets

• Tax meat and soy imports to the EU (CBAM)

• Bring slaugherhouses, dairy factories into the ETS system to pay GHG-
emissions meat and dairy sold (like aviation and shipping sector)

• https://tappcoalition.eu/nieuws/14734/eu-ministers--finance-agri-envi-
health--asked-to-support-and-improve-farm-to-fork-strategy

https://tappcoalition.eu/nieuws/14734/eu-ministers--finance-agri-envi-health--asked-to-support-and-improve-farm-to-fork-strategy


Policy options at Member State level

• high VAT tariff on food with negative health or environmental impact (e.g. 
meat, sugar) -> disadvantages

• excise duties per kg meat like Germany, Netherlands; revenues for farmers

• Legislation to stop selling/promoting too cheap meat in (eg Belgium)

• Oblige supermarkets to calculate & publish the true prices of food / footprint     
1-2 year later consumers have to pay the true prices published at label

• Higher standards for meat (animal welfare, environment, fair income etc.)

• Reducing general subsidies to meat and dairy sector



Summary – best options for higher meat price

• True pricing incl. environmental costs – excise duty tariff per kg meat

• CBAM– meat import tax from outside EU

• Bring meat and dairy sector into ETS, like New Zealand, shipping/aviation

• Higher standards for meat (animal welfare, environment, fair income etc.)

• Legislation to stop too low meat prices



Thank you! 

Jeroom Remmers
Director TAPP Coalition
https://tappcoalition.eu
info@tappcoalitie.nl
Partnerships: https://tappcoalition.eu/donate

” Towards a fair food pricing. Together.” 

Tip: sign & share petition https://goodfoodprice.eu in 9 languages

mailto:info@tappcoalitie.nl
https://goodfoodprice.eu/

