
Realising
2030-2040 clim
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goals w
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public support, 
w

ithout harm
ing

low
 incom
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groups
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•60+
partners in the

TAPP coalition
w

ith
variousbackgrounds.

•Representing over 0,6 m
illion EU

 citizens.
•Partners in U

SA and EU
 countries.

•O
ver 5000 com

panies &
 ngo’s in > 100 

countries supported
our carbon pricing 

food cam
paign in 2021.

W
ho are w

e?

TRUE AN
IM

ALPROTEIN
PRICE CO

ALITIO
N

JERO
O

M
 REM

M
ERS

Director TAPP Coalition



W
hatdo w

e do?

•Reportson true
pricing/fiscalincentives. 

•Policy advocacyin EU.
•Global and

consum
ercam

paigns.
•Projectsw

ith
higherm

eatprices.



TAPP’SDUTCH
SUCCESSSTORY

https://w
w
w
.youtube.com

/w
atch?v=1l1_zrcCGnM

FAIR PRICES FOR M
EAT



IPSOS
CONSUM

ER
SURVEY 

&
 

CE DELFT RESEARCH



•60%
 (EU

) agree
w

ith
true

food pricing.

•CE Delft proved
feasibility.

•EU
 Parliam

entsupports VAT-reform
 .

•Support from
im

portant EU
 M

em
ber Statestoo.

W
hatare w

e w
aiting

for?



CE Delft report 
•

‘Sustainabilitycharge on m
eat’. 

TAPP report 
•

‘Aligningfood pricing policies
w

ith
the

European Green Deal’.
EU Parliam

ent
•

5th Feb 2022.



Accessible
unhealthy

food leads to:

•
N

egative
effectsforenvironm

ent;

•
Bad health population;

•
High health costsgovernm

ent;

•
Agri-pollution.

O
UR

FO
O

D DO
ES N

O
T

IN
CLUDE

ALLCO
STS



0%
 VAT on healthy, sustainable

food
HigherVAT on unhealthy, non sustainable

food

Leads to:

•Betterhealth population;

•Low
erhealth costsgovernm

ent;

•Lessagri-pollution.

TRUE PRICIN
G



à
environm

ental &
 health costs + incom

e farm
ers. 

FOOD PRICES DO NOT REFLECT ALL 
PRODUCTION COSTS



•
Tax incentives should

drive transition
to

sustainable
food system

.
•

EU taxsystem
s should

ensure
food 

pricesreflectthe
true

costs.
•

Avoid
low

 m
eatprice

à
code of 

conduct
à

legislation.

•
EU Code of Conductevaluation.

EU Farm
 to

Fork
Strategy

–
EU Green Deal



M
A

JO
RITY

EU
 

PA
RLIA

M
EN

T: REFO
RM

 VAT 
O

N
 FO

O
D

•
0%

 VAT healthy/sustainable
food.

•
Increase

VAT food w
hich

negatively
im

pacts 
health/environm

ent .

Am
endm

ent27, Farm
 to

Fork
Strategy

2021





60%
 of EU consum

ers agree on a VAT 
reform

:
•

Netherlands: 57%
•

France: 65%
 

•
Germ

any: 58%

M
ajority agrees w

ith:
•

0%
 VAT on healthy or 

sustainable food.
•

15%
 VAT increase conventional 

m
eat + sugary drinks.

G
erm

any, France &
The N

etherlands



Z

SUPPORT TAPP COALITION PROPOSAL

•
57-81%

 support for:

•
True m

eat price;

•
0%

 VAT on healthy and sustainable food 
products;

•
Extra paym

ents to farm
ers ;

•
Com

pensation
for low

-incom
e groups.

•
Sim

ilar results from
 DVJ insights survey and EU 

Barom
eter.



POLLUTERS PAY PRINCIPLE

70-75%
 prefersuperm

arkets/consum
erspay GHG tax

7,70%

7,30%

8,30%

76,20%

73,20%

68,30%

16,20%

19,50%

23,40%

T
H

E
 N

E
T

H
E

R
LA

N
D

S

F
R

A
N

C
E

G
E

R
M

A
N

Y

Let superm
arkets/consum

ers
pay

Let farm
ers pay
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u
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rga
n
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a

n
d

fa
ir tra

d
e

fo
o

d
, 

m
e

a
t/d

a
iry

su
b

stitu
te

s.

Non-organic
m

e
a

t
/ d

a
iry

norm
alVAT rate. 

Fre
e

 fo
o

d
 v

o
u

ch
e

rs: 

€ 15/m
onth

organic
food, 

vegetablesor fruit.



Internalising
external costs of 

anim
al food products in 

France, G
erm

any and EU
27

REPORT “PAY AS YOU 
EAT DAIRY, EGGS AND 
M

EAT”

Data provided by 
Ecologic and I4C



1.Determ
ine %

 price increase for environm
ental costs.

2.Consum
er’s response to price increase: Price elasticities. 

3.Calculate reduction in consum
ption.

M
AIN

RESULTS: ENVIRONM
ENTALIM

PACT 



1.
Excise

levy, based
on externalcosts.

2.
VAT increase.

3.
ETS livestock:  Em

issionstrading
system

 GHG-em
issions.

M
AIN

 RESU
LTS: 3 PO

LICY O
PTIO

N
S 



M
AIN

RESULTS: EXTERNALCOSTS
(€/KG)

Beef from
dairy

cattle: ~ 20%
 

~35%
 

~20%
 

~10-15%
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LO
W
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M
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A

IRY
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EN
V
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M
EN
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LLY

H
A

RM
FU

L
SU

BSID
Y

•
Phasing

out harm
fulsubsidies: EU

 Roadm
ap

Resource 
Efficiency.

•
Bulgaria, D

enm
ark, 3 Baltic

States: norm
alVAT rate

m
eat/dairy

eg. 25%
 VAT D

enm
ark.





RESULTSVAT INCREASE

27

AfterVAT raise, internalisation
rates3 tim

eshigher.

EU m
eatconsum

ption
-6 kg per capita.

-10%
 beef consum

ption; pork/poultry-8%
. 



28

VAT revenues 
increase 

€ 19.3 bln

External costs 
decrease 
€ 8.3 bln 

VAT revenue 
recycling

Food vouchers
Big CO2 

reduction



EU ETS FOR
M

EATAND
DAIRY

FACTORIES

•
New

 EU report 13th Nov 2023: Study
on options form

itigating
clim

ate
change in agriculture

by
putting a price

on em
issionsand

rew
arding

carbon farm
ing

•
Easierifslaughterhouses/dairy

or retailregulated. 
•

GHG em
ission

per type of anim
al.

•
Differentiation

conventional/ organicfarm
ing.

Concerns:
•

CAP reform
s(agri-subsidies) m

ore effective? 
•

Long lead tim
es&

 m
onitoring.

•
Externalcostcoverage

lim
ited.

•
Increasing

food prices?



Food overall 10%
 cheaperis possible.

VAT INCREASE

High VAT on m
eat& dairy, 0%

 VAT 
vegetables, fruit, cereals, bread.



31

VAT revenues on 
m

eat can be 
recycled, given back 
to consum

ers to 
reduce prices for 
healthy food
Food Vouchers up 
to 69 euro/capita in 
France, or 0%

 VAT 
on vegetables/fruit 





CO
P28

D
ECLA

RATIO
N

S O
N

 A
G

RICU
LTU

RE, H
EA

LTH
 &

 CLIM
ATE 

U
N

 Secretary-G
eneral

“W
e are on a 

highw
ay to

clim
ate

hell”
Less

m
eat

&
 dairy

(IPCC); m
ore plant-based

80%
 G

H
G

-em
issions

from
food

G
H

G
 em

ission
taxes

on food (IPCC, CR
FS A

lliance)



TOP 5 PRIORITIES 2030



•
Encourage 0%

 VAT for healthy and sustainable food. 
•

Highest VAT rate for food w
ith negative im

pacts. 

•
Sw

itch to qualified m
ajority voting on green tax issues.

Priority 1: Green taxation
breakthrough



•
PPP in agri&

 food policies clim
ate/pollution. 

•
Farm

ers, food com
panies or superm

arkets 

should pay for   GHG-em
issions (ca. 90 

euro/ton): ETS for Agri-Food

•
Increase EU

 im
port taxes on m

eat, dairy, soy.

Priority 2: PolluterPays
Principle



Z

PRIORITY 3: A FAIR FOOD TRANSITION

•
Social Food & Clim

ate Fund

•
Healthy Food Credit Cards

•
Subsidies for vegetables, fruit, plantbased

m
eat, 

organic food



Requirem
ents for buying a fixed %

 organic food (eg.30%
 

by 2030), a m
ax. %

 red/processed m
eat (eg

m
ax 10%

); 
50%

 clim
ate neutral food. 

Legislation for processed m
eats to m

ix 30%
 plant based proteins 

PRIO
RITY 4: LEGISLATIO

N
 &

PUBLIC PRO
CUREM

EN
T –

TRUE PRICIN
G 

’True pricing’ requirem
ents’ in quotes, true price calculations environm

ental 
criteria; bid w

ith the low
est ’true price’ w

ins.



Prom
otion cam

paign w
arning for negative im

pacts, 
about true prices of (anim

al) food &
 prom

oting 
healthy food. 

•
EU

 legislation to end low
 m

eat price m
arketing.  

•
EU

 restrictions advertising &
 prom

otion subsidies.

•
Environm

ent label Planet-Score.

PRIO
RITY 5: PRO

M
O

TIO
N

 &
 M

A
RKETIN

G



G
O

A
LS

FO
R

1,5 D
EG

REES
C.

•
Cut EU

 consum
ption anim

al proteins
30%

 by 2030.

•
Cut G

H
G

-em
issions food system

s
60%

 by 2030.

•
Targets for M

S to rebalance dietary 
patterns.

•
44%

 plant-based versus 56%
 anim

al-
sourced proteins to: 61%

 plant-based ; 
39%

 anim
al-sourced in 2030.
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w
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C

E
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h
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, s

o
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ro

b
le

m
s
.



W
H

AT A
RE W

E W
A

ITIN
G

 FO
R?

•
EU

 Parliam
ent already supported VAT-reform

. 

•
Support from

 im
portant M

em
ber States too.

•
N

ow
 you know

 how
; w

hy consum
ers support it.

https://tappcoalition.eu
info@

tappcoalitie.nl
0031 6 22 40 77 12



THANKS FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION!
Q

uestions?
SUBSCRIBE

O
UR

NEW
SLETTER: 

HTTPS://W
W

W
.TAPPCO

ALITIO
N.EU/NEW

SLETTER
FO

LLO
W

 O
UR

LINKED
IN PAGE 

DO
NATE

https://tappcoalition.eu
info@

tappcoalitie.nl
0031 6 22 40 77 12
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M
ORE SUSTAINABLE…

 BUT HIGHER TAXES 
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O
rganic dairy &

 beef: 14-18%
 low

er environm
ental costs com

pared to conventional beef/dairy

R
em

ark
C

E D
elft: LC

A
 m

ethods
n

o
t

fit to
calculate

exact b
io

d
iversity

an
d

an
im

alw
elfare b

en
efits o

rgan
ic

fo
o

d
 / m

eat



M
AIN

CHARACTERISTICS,
SCORE ON IM

PORTANT ISSUES: 


